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Foreword

Welcome to the 2012 Edition of the International Conference on Extending Database Technology (EDBT). This
year, EDBT is taking place in Berlin, Germany on March 26-30, 2012. The International Conference on
Extending Database Technology is known as a leading international forum for database researchers,
practitioners, developers, and users to discuss cutting-edge ideas, and to exchange techniques, tools, and
experiences related to data management. Data management constitutes the essential enabling technology for
scientific, engineering, business, and social communities; and its technology is driven by the needs in
applications ranging from the social web, scientific discoveries, virtual libraries, to embedded systems. We are
very pleased to offer you an exciting program on these important and timely topics. This year, as in prior years,
EDBT is co-located with the International Conference on Database Theory (ICDT).

The review process was conducted by a dedicated team of about 90 experts in the database field serving
on the EDBT"2012 program committee. Having a large program committee allowed us to keep the workload for
each committee member fairly low, and thus enabled the members to spend sufficient time on the review of each
manuscript. We thank our colleagues on the program committee for their dedicated effort. These program
committee members committed a huge amount of time to not only produce high-quality reviews but also to
engage in subsequent on-line discussions to assure that each submitted manuscript was carefully
considered. When deemed appropriate, additional rebuttals were requested from the authors to help clarify
possible misunderstanding and enrich the discussion with additional knowledge. To assure highest quality,
furthermore, 6 of the papers were accepted under shepherding, meaning that one program committee member
volunteered their time to guide the authors to further improve their manuscripts based on the suggestions
provided by the corresponding program committee members.

After careful deliberations, 43 out the 193 submissions were accepted as full papers for final
presentation at the conference and for publication in the EDBT2012 proceedings. This, being to a highly
competitive rate of a roughly 22.5% acceptance ratio, has no doubt resulted in a high-quality program for the
2012 EDBT meeting. Furthermore, for the EDBT/ICDT'2012 program, a record number of 42 demonstrations
were submitted, out of which 16 demonstrations were accepted. The industrial program had 10 direct
submissions as well as several invited industrial submissions, out of which 6 high quality works were selected
for the final program. The program also includes 4 tutorials on timely topics. We are particularly proud to
feature four keynote talks (joint with the ICDT conference) from distinguished researchers from both academia
and industry, namely, Erich Graedel (RWTH Aachen University, Germany), Alon Halevy (Google Inc, USA),
Michael J. Carey (UC Irvine, USA), and Wenfei Fan (University of Edinburgh, UK).

As in prior years, the EDBT'2012 meeting is augmented by a rich set of EDBT/ICDT workshops in
timely topics, namely, Energy Data Management (EnDM2012), Data Analytics in the Cloud (DanaC), Linked
Web Data Management (LWDM), Privacy and Anonymity in the Information Society (PAIS), and Business
intelligencE and the WEB (BEWEB). These workshops offer an excellent opportunity for discussions and
brainstorming toward new areas of research. In addition, we again offer the "Joint EDBT/ICDT Ph.D.
Workshop 2012" that provides a forum for Ph.D. students to present their dissertation work to the community
and to receive expert feedback. In this context, we would like to thank NSF for providing partial travel funding
for students to participate in EDBT/ICDT'2012.

The complete review process was managed using the Conference Management Toolkit (CMT),
sponsored by Microsoft Research. We are grateful for the professional responsiveness we were repeatedly
offered by the CMT Microsoft team throughout the process -- helping us with all aspects of the system from
setup to particulars of the overall workflow process down to pulling material together for the final publication
with ACM. Being extremely useful, CMT has become a de-facto standard in our community for handling such
large number of papers and reviews.

We look forward to welcoming you at EDBT'2012, and hope you will enjoy the event and you have a pleasant

stay in Berlin.

Elke Rundensteiner (Program Chair) Felix Naumann (Demonstrations Chair)
Toana Manolescu (Tutorials Chair) Volker Markl (General Chair)
Sihem Amer-Yahia (Industrial & Applications Chair) Ismail Ari (Proceedings Chair)
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